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Fr the ſibſeQ, whith T am now upon, di. the cterni- 
ty of Hell Torments :. and that is, to anſwer the 1 7 
FE . objection «gon it. Ag they, Think, are e 
7M 
* Firth That t ere 1 re feveral-Tows of Lepa 
- prove that God will not ay everlaſting = Tho: 
wenns u n Sinners. 
Secondhy, That it is ruel aud N to puniſh any 
"ns wich cternal torments, and therefore we may be ſure that 
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5 prove thatGod will-not lay everlaſting puniſnments, or tor- 
5 ments, upon ſinners. Fbis Was pretended. as lon 8 *g0,. 7 \ 


before St. Jenna line, who ain by G Gormrments u 
8 Heiab, gives us an account of. fore ; og Texts, 
that had been-praduc'g,”.for this\purpoſe. And, thar this 
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„ments of the damned ſhall not be etefna}, notwithiſtandingg 
15 thoſe many plain Texts of Seripture, which ſo ex pre ſly alert 3 
that they ſhall, is urterly ſtrange and inconceivable. 
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However, let us look a little upon theſe Texts of Scrip- 
ture, which are pretended to prove this point; and then we = 
hall ſoon be able to judge, whitker they really do ſo or no 
Vos the 'Fexts which are commonly urg'd for this end, are 
.#- theſe which follow. My ſpirit ſhall not always ftiive with _ By 
man, Gen. 6.3. Wil the Lord caft off for ever, and will be 
be favourable ns more? Is bis mercy clear gone for ever? doth . | 
bn promiſe fail for evermore? hath God forgotten to be graci- © 


- -, 08 ball be in anger ſhut up bs tender mercies? Pl. 79. 7, 
8, 9. Tbe Lord & merciful and graciow, ſlow to anger, and; 
+ - Plenteous in mercy.” He will not always chide, neit ber will be” 20 

. |  Reep' hls anger for ever. P.. 163: 8, 9. Hot coals ſhall:fall 
upon them, t bos ſhalt caft them into the fire: they ſhall not © 
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_  . preat a length, for my preſent diſcourſe: I ſhall-content my (1 3:1 
ſelf, with making a general obſervation or two upon them. a2 
Fit, That it cannot be prov'd that any one of the Texts,” | | || 
alledg'd out of the old Teſtament, has any manner of relat: 
on to the ſubject, which we are now upon, viz, Hell. Ter- 
ment. One of them, that ſeems to bid fgireſt for this, P.. 
140 10, Hot coalt ſhall fall upon them, t hau ſhalt caſt thew | 
into tbe fire: they ſball not ſubſift in their miſeries, is plain 
2 miſtranſlation of the original words, which ought to have 
Eo br tranſlated thus, Hot coals ſhall fall upon them, or let hot | 
' '- , Coals fall upon them, be ſhall, or let bim, | caſt them into be 
' fire: into deep pits, that they may not riſe up again. Ane 
cthus reftor'd to their true Tranſlation, if they did at all.re- 
late to Hell-Torments, they would rather prove the eternit '-* | 
ol them, than the contrary : for not to riſe up again, out of 
ble fire, out of the deep pits, muſt Ra 39 gnify ever= | 
_  laſtingly to continue in them. And accordingly fome Ex po- 
; _ ſitors (v. Pol. in loc.) do make theſe words to be a prediction 
or imprecation of the fire of Hell, that everlaſting fire, ut 
pol which none ſhall ever riſe up, upon the Pſalmiſt's Enemies. 
But this ſeems to be too harſh a ſenſe; and beſides is: not ge. 
nerally approv'd of by Commentators, who take theſe words 
do be only a denuntiation or imprecation of ſome very ſevere 
temporal judgment in this Life (ſuch as was that of raining 
ie and brimſtone upon Sodom and Gomorrbab, to which ma. 
ny ſuppoſe the Pfalmiſt here refers) but not to relate to the | 
„ O “ h h ⁵ d ĩðâ ĩ od. > Oi 
ln like manner, all the reſtof the Texts, when ue ce. 
ds compare them with their contexts, will be found to belong 11 
more naturally a gon deal, to the jadgments of God againſft 
Sinners in this Life, than to their Torments in the next; and 
te commonly adjudg d to do fo, by Expoſitors. As to in- 
\.  flance in one ſor all; and that ſeemingly the likelyeſt of an 
d relate to the future puniſhments of the wicked. I will no e 
-- | * corltend for ever, neither will I be always wroth; for tos |» 
_ * ſpirit. ſhould fail before me, and the ſouls which I have #12 
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"A mountain : : it Hf in 1 5 nes 0 be 10 00 o 
Soc s removiog his temporal Judgments from his Peopſe, 15 
e fo they might not be quite weary'd out, and periſh un- 
der them. And in this ſenſe, much the greateſt parc * Com- «5 6 
wegtatote under ſtand them. I 
But it will be ſaid, (v. Pol. in he.) if this be fa, to Tee 3 
.- pirpols did the oppoſers of the eternity of Hell-Torments © "| 
produce theſe Texts ? Could they hope to ſupport their. "_ 
0 OH by Texts ſo apparently nothin, it" to it? lan- : 
ſwer, that, in the primitive times of Chriitanity, they pro- 
bably enough might. have had ſome hope of this; becauſe” 
_ nothing: was more common then, and that too amongſt me”. 2 
_” Legraedeſt of the firſt Chriſtians, than to apply, and admie 
olf Toms of Scripture, in any ſenſe that, upon a general / "8 
view, they ſeem' d capable of; without nicely 1 nqun ing inta Bs "8 
the cireumſtances of the cantext, which were che molt lixelyx 
means to lead them, to a true underſtanding of thoſe Texte. 
Aud accordingly we frequently find Texts apply d to ſubjedts, . 
/\ :which they have no mannet of relation to: and, which is 
k the greateſt unhappineſs. of all, very great ſtreſs ſometimes. 
laid upon theſe mila pply'd Texts, and that too in relation ta, 
ſubjects of the higheſt importance. Bur, 
15 . 1 - Secondly, 91 9 5 that iheſe Texts, out of the 01g Tos” 
41 ſtament, "of which it is at leaſt doubtful, very doubtful, 
; 4 Whither they relate at all to Hell- Torments or no, are ſer in, © 
oppofition to Texts of the other fide, / out of the New, 13 
Which, beyond all doubt, do relate to them. Texts tagen 
out of places, purpoſely treating of them, particularly de: 
8 - feribing'them: Texts expreſſing our Saviour's own Words . NE - 
concerning them; and containing in them the very words of , 
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9 that ſentence, by which the wicked ſhall be doom'd to ever- 
 kfling og, 8 and the certain execution of that ſentence, | 

'Lafth, As io the Texts produc'd out of the New Teſtas. © 
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2 576 4 Fg 8. 5 1285 receive a * damwation, A a 
"fat 1%. 40. 4s, falfly, rendred by the vulgar Latin: and 
> ſhould be tranſlated, theſe Wall recetug 4 greater, or more 4 1 1 
i * bundant dammation, pl pol Ne which are the Ori- 
1 Liga worde. - And. thits tri] ted, - th ey are evidently no- 
thing to the put pole of” the ererhiry of Hell-Torments. 0 
having . before ſhew'd you, that the difference, that ſhall be 

. in thele, ſhall be, not in their duration, but intenſeneſs. 
| By The next Text, Rom. 1.3 6⁰⁴ bath concluded as 0 
eu in unbe lief, that he might. have. merey upon all, plainly / 
|. .. . Felates to the mercy of God, in bringing both Jeu and 
it Gentiles to the belief of the Goſpel, as appears, from the | 
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| > Cogent? and therefore  bgnifiech nothing, 85 ic the Tor: 

| nents of the Damn d. 05 
Io As little to the purpoſe | is the laſt Text, Rerel o'r . 1 7 
5 g e death and bell were caſt into the lake F Fre. This is the | 


"a death... For by Hell there” we are to underſtand the 
—_— ſeparate ſouls, - as it is well known the: original word 
5 2 : Au ſignißes; ; Which ſeparate ſtate ſhall be no more (after 
e Day of Jade gment, of which the Apoſtle was; there 7 5 
1 ſpeaßing, when Bll Souls ſhall be reunited to their proper * 
Bodies) bur ſhall be 1wallow'd up, together with death, 4 #113 
5 .- the lake of fre and brimſtone. And thus the beſt Commen- K 1 
„  fators underſtand} theſe Verde. But to ſuppoſe that by * 
1 E here we are to underſtand Hell, 8 it ſignifieth the 1 
And ſtate of the dammd, would be to make nonſenſe 15 the 
A poltle's Wards. For, at this rate, they muſt mean that” bi 
WAND Hel ſhould be caſt i into a part ef it ſelf, as the lake of fie 
BV acknowledg'd to be. Beſides that, by gwipg up Hell to Ns 
3 rhis ſecond eath, (App. ad Levig! 5. p. 337.) Mr. Halb, Fs 
1 Who urgeth theſe words as an argument. Cr the.cternty _ | 
| of Hell-Torments, would not haye his end; fince, as 1 
. prov'd, in 'wy, former, diſcourſe, . this Phraſe ſecond - 
death fipn1 ifies a ſtare of Torments, and that too as laſting; as me 
- " Tramorzality ſelf,” „So that he would only | throw away one 
Fell, which he is fo willing to have Ioft;. into another Hell, 
, which be would be juſt as unwilling io king : and what would 
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be muſt do, if he T's it away A, 1055 wal * 4 
- cannot. do fairer, than to throw it away into ant oy 1 
25 ab bad as it FAN that fo God's enemies may not ſcape bis . 


2 . 
"vengeance, jͤſt then, when one wo d ex ect it ſhould 
is. to Sf 4525 beid- of ec. * al 2 5 8 
„Upon the whole; We have not ſo W 7 Text; out 
. the New "Feftametir, where one might mo realoga * 
to find evidence, as to any. thing delos gin ro, gur ſu- 
- Kale Which ao th n the leaſt rend. to invali te, out be. 133 
1 - Jief of the eternity of e „Torments. And thoſe, which 
+ ' are brought, out K the O a Teſtament, for this;x Dal, 
are Either wiſttan(lated, or milapgly 9, or, N 
i the very Purpoſe, which. they are ought f for. - Wherews, 
aon the other ſide, the Texts, which. 1025 alledg d in proof .of 
the eternity of” Hell-T of gps, ate, a olt, 9 ane 
te N New Teſtament, are Plai 10 the dun nd dg 6 
1 Fully and expreſly aflert what wy ey are brought wel as can be 
7 deſit' d. . Sa that, | think, there cannot ,pollbly. be need: a. 
|- . any Farther arguing! ph this caſe, bur we may ſafely lee 
"Mean to\j Jud i. 1 Wt bas been already ſaid, on which OR 


ide the tłuth li Il therefore. proceed. to anſer, what /! 
[1 7 Op ooo WT 5 
: Secondly, That; it ce ind unjuſt 0 „ 1 1 33 | 


ſins wich Cal Torments: and therefore we may be ſure that 
Sod will not do it. So taich Wolſogenius upon the 25th ak. - . 
* 5 Matthew and the 4 th ver.. _ Thoſe, the wicked, bal g i... 
Bl j To everlaſting puviſ 9 as " 6 mf exettly Toft in lbs 
5 fa doings, ſ here we may fare 1 a inflict upon an En. 
N puniſhment greater than Bi deſeMFs. But there can hen 
mf beinous, as to he equal to eternal torments. . And e 
5 . 37 the premiſes to be irye, the concluſion 1 is certain, 
. | * God cannbt do a cruel or unjuſt 1 + thereſore, ik, r 
Finn Sinners with eternal Torments be cruel and unzuſt, 1 
95 1 | a doubtedly God will nor do 1 ite, ſay torments, and by; choſe, iS * 
1 mean 8 rerments znflited. by God,. ſuch, as that. of 
v4, "Hellfire, Oe not lach, as gre the natural conſequences. 
5 F . 2 o God: and. e and of dur own acquy'd _— 
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By of, 9 e e pe OT theft. 8 7 , 4 
1 eat many Men make a wide difference, as to theſe two 2% 
I tho? 55 readily allow, that it ia not. to be expected. that 
d Wet ſhould Air the natural courle of things, as he muſt dg, 1 
5 "of prevent ſhe latter; yet they can by no means allow it to be 
Lonliſtent with his Goodneſs and. He co inf the for- . all 
5 mere; Ny 5 a : 
” T have gerd faid Aeveral thin in a 8 "0" ? ö 
wherein I confider'd the Arguments 8, from Reaſon, for 
Noos of the Eee of. Hell-Torments, which, | {migk,may | * 
1 an anſwer to this ab} ection. As 
har it is not load upon to be cruel. ud 22 
de 55 len, to ioflict the moſt laſting puniſhmenrs, Which 
3 5 able, upon ſome great and'notorious offenders. It 1 \ 
boah neceffary, for the ſupport of human Governments, by 
. SN. 1 * the ſupreme Po Wer in them ſhould have a right over the 
- Whole plas rhe of Men's lives, which 1 is all of their, beings, | \ 
that their Government can extend to 7 that ſo it may, as 0c || 
., caſtor” requires, not only for habitual offences, bur for fi ng Il 
acts of very heinous Crimes, inflict perpetual baniſhment 8 
1 pron, nay or even perperual politive Torments, per- 
3 petual labouring in the Mines, at the Galleys, ot the 4 
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* dad can' we poſſibly then be ſo fooliſh: as to think that G 

|. bas not as much rigbt, to inflict ſuch, puniſhments upon th 

| © that offend bim, as are plainly neceſſary for keeping up big 
ho Authority, and - his Government of the World, as we 5 1 
A - '." have, ta maintain our Authority and Government over. one - 
[' 1. _anather 7. And does not every days experience convince, us, 
e a fight of ppg? T6 Puniſhments ia abſolutely 2 


„ 'y | Why, for this purpaſy? Leſs than this, we ar e ſure, w | 
Dot 'dor 75 becauſe Even this it ſelf will not do, with the Mo... l 
eft part of mankind. So that, "If it were poſſible, | ſomeihing 


worte, tather than leß, than eternal Torments, ought in 4 
* threaten d. 


5 f ix be ſaid, 225 Mey are conftntiogtorhar e 
. . pi Governinents exerciſe avet the whole duration of bein 
* hves: and that the 7055 they can bart as SETS 4 
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: kt N - gnſringro Jovi tighr 90 Laden et Am Torttbnts u wi. 
on Synners.. 1 anſwer, that God bas no need df their cons > x" 
or TY "ſent, in this point: for his Creation muſt have given! him 1 
,n abſolute right to all ſuch power over his Creatures,” as is. 1 
N veceſſary to make them his faithful Woͤrſbippets and Ser- 
4 | ye _— as "as have before ſhew'd this, . zallictiog eternal Tor- | 
Wat | | ments to 
$f. -,?. Ands whertas ſome Men will be apt to lay roman, that 4 
Dl | a 125 indeed ſeem neceſſary, that God ſhould threaten Sin- 
147 0 1 ners, with eternal Torments, but that it does not ſeem ne- 
..*}|- *..  ceſfary that God ſhould have a right actually to inflict theſe. 
als | 68 4 anſwer, that it is too mean and unworthy. a thing to be ſup- 
1 FW of God, that he ſhould threaten any thing, which he 
has not a right ta inflict: and moreover, that this bare ſuppo= - 
ſition, that God has not a right to inflict whiat he threatens, | 
* neceſſarily hinder the Wer —8 efficacy of bis W | 
IE. mt 
Jo e e That the FR of. 2. finful life, 4 th 1 
|| - > yond all conception, great; that it is impoſſiblethar any pu- 
1 niſhment can be too great for it. To live, for a long While, 
n an habitual neglect and contempt of the e. ny. 
e Creator and Governor of the World; to ſpend a whole life, 
op or great part of it, in defying Infinite Rower, in diſparaging 
Infinite Wiſdom, in defpiſig Infinite Goodneb, in hating In- 1 | 
finite Perfection; to have no Gratitude, for the greateſt of 
Benefactors, no Duty for the moſt Righttul of Governours,no 
„ ., Honour for the moſt Glorious of Potentates, no awe for the 
5 5 5 wmoſt Lremendous of Majeſties; in one word, to be continu- 
69. l. affronting and provoking every Perſon, of the Bleſſed. 
h 42h Trinity: to deſpiſe the Riches of God's Goodneſs, in ſending 
dis os into the World to ſeek and to fave us, inſtead of lets 
0 ing it lead us to repentance: to trample under Foot the Son | 
WTI + God, and to count his Blood of 2 Covenant, wherewith 1 
b we are Sanctify'd, an unholy Thing: to do deſpite unto the 
„ HPpirit of only and to turn a deat Ear towards him, and 9 
to grieve him, when he ſtands at the Dor and koogketh 3 
„do fay all at qnce, to refiife eternal Happineſs, to fly from | 
%. 9 root hay RAPE: 9 W 
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es: 300 „ ee 
a — an alt this put ropether;” bent. "His 
|  -giouMaſs of: Sin and Folly, ſuch an intolerable Complicati- — | 
* Ws every thing, chat is -moſt offenſive'and proveking ro | Ap 1 
= God, asno puniſh ment Oo" too great, no tofements endure 
1 t long, for? F q 3 5 
Tag, Tbat Singers 40 purely thro? their! on Ruk, 

3 and in direct oppolition to many gracious: means us d by God © | | 


* by everlaſting Wrath; by wilfully Aeg ſuch ſinful Ha- 
een in this life, as they were plainly fore warn d, would 

bring them under a neceſliry of continuing everlaſting Sin- 

ners, in the next Life. And if, notwithſtanding all — 

__ meteiful Warnings and Endeavouts of the divine e 

do che contrary, they would ſtill obſtinately go on in their 

- Sins; and at laſt dye in them, and by fo doing, wilfully ſub- 

= themſelves to this Neceſſity, of continuing. eee 

unjuſt and everlaſtin ly filthy, and conſequently proper Ob. 


— — 
n Tas 
. th 
- * 


gre much better Judges of what God has plainly reveal'd,” 
aan we are of what 18. Juſt and fit for him to do, in puniſi- 
g his Creatures: and therefore, methinks, we ought inal 
E to turn that O 
to an Anſwer ta it ſelf. 
puniſh temporary Sim, with eternal Forments, therefore 
we are ſure that he has not reveaPd that be will do ſu. God, . 
ay we rede ens has 8 that he yill pl 
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to prevent this, render themſelves proper Objects of God's + 1 | 


bjection. which is now before us, in« 
God ſay ſome Men, cannot zul 


BY aut God's everlaſting Wrath; can they have any Reaſon © || 
to complain of God, for inflicting his everlaſting: Wrath and . 
Vengeance upon them, Who have thus wilfilly' made them 2 . 
| ſees the proper Obje& of t:: e oy 
I hall: only add two Conliderations more, hich aking; 1 AR 
| thinks might be ſufficient to conclude us, upon this Head.” ' + Bp! s 
Fir, Thar ſince God has ſo plainly reveals that the Tor- 1 
5 1 of the Damn'd ſhall be Eternal, this is a much clearer _. Far 
' and ſtronger Argument, that it is not cruel and unjuſt in . x 
God to make them ſo; chan it is, on the other fide; hs he. RE 
| has not reveal'd that they ſhall be Eternal, | becauſe. it fem 
tous to be Cruel and Unjuſt in God, ſo to Anke them. * * 
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The hes 229 wor ir y_ be « unjuſt in bim da t. to 4 Ts tale to be 6 

- TH fide of rhe, Argument, becauſe the Ground; which we proceed: upon 1 

| 90 © is much furer, than that, upod which we. proceed in the other? "We - - 

| cannot eaſily be miſtake, - in, judging, vhither à Reyelation be plain) or 

nd: but we may very caſilyibe, miſtaken, in judging whavis juſt race. 

85 or unfit, for God to do, in relation to his Creatures. 

Secondly, Thar, raking eterval Miſery and eternal Happineſt, a 
N together in the New, Teſtament, cannot but think that; 

8 had left 1 it perbectly to gur on choice, whither we would aece 5 

them or no thing joyn d, we ſhould; have accepted of them: + and; by 1, NJ 

. we can have ng Reaſon; to call that ernel and unjuſt! in God, which, if 

3 bad had Full power of. choofing or refuſing, we ſhould. rather have . l 

2s . choſen;. than refus'd, Eternal Miſery, | perhaps you'll ſay, is a moſt terri- 

1 hs thing, to run any, the leaſt, hazard;of ; but is not eternal Hoppineſh © 

5 as deſirable, on the other ſide, as that is terrible? And, if ſo, what re- 

_ Ton can there poſſibly de, for refuſing an eternity of happiness, which we n 1 

may dase of, if we pleaſe, for fear of an eternity of - miſery, which i 

wel "we may As 15 avoid, if ve pleaſe.? l make no doubt but Men would | 1 

n have lik d the appineſs, vichopt. the hazard of the miſery, much better: 
died that cobld not be had, both together aer to me mach more 

e eligible, than no happineſs at Al, 

. thas much may ſerve to prove, e e do 0 and oj u. | 
FE OT Soc, to inflict eternal Torment upon ſinners. I proceed ane e e 5 0 
(NE, Laft Objection wiz, that, tho it ſhould be allow d that Gd has 9 

1 2 threaten d eternal puniſhment, vet he is not oblig? drigorouſly'to make 

NE. 4 mY ” good his threatnings, but may mitigate or recede from them, as far 44 

* pleaſeth: and that t erefore we cannot certainly infer from them, that 

9118 fianers ſhall be ecernally puniſh 910 80 ſaith Mr. Hobbes, We cannot prove, - 

1 I the Tuſtice of God, which. has threaten'd eternal toyments aden Fu. 

"fg whe, that their. torments will teally be eternal. For elthoufh be is whjuſh, ; 

. who doth not perform the good, which he weste any une; nevertheleſs be _ 

BY Bt. 1 aoth nb execute the evils or harms, which. he hat threatned, is not \ 

$6: 1 unſaſt, but merciful. (a) How much 4555 foall Cod, wb is iuſnitely mer- 
„ arcounted-unjuſt,. fr mi e aber the loftrygneſ, 10 in. 

fen ene ſi of eur deſerv d puniſhments 
And, long before Mr. Hobbes, | Eunomius and his tullonicns had wed "I 
' talk much at the ſame rate, or rather worſe ; wit (6) That the torment: by 

Bs Ce of het would not-really be, but. were only ron? to make men afraid,” 
Ad accordingly we frequently ; find St. Chryſoſtom inveighing againſt ſofde, 

7 in his me, who were wont to ſay, that (c) God's threarnings of ettinals - 

 firments, were only vgin words, 'mbich ſhould uruer be accompliſÞ'd; that ; 

; God is gracions and merciful, and that none of theſe things will come to "il 

1 REIN 2 bus They. 600 only, 3 0 to rake #5 humble and andy's hs dra (a) 

1 | £7 1 ad 7 7. 345. W . Gan, Oats. r 
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. * chats you 3,4 bg ofs 9075 * a Geh ; Ke 
en been in the Houths of Men, and probably much oftnerin their Hearts: | 
nd moreover; it has been carry d ſo far as to make, not only the ed , 1 1 
- 7 Hell- Torments, but even Hell it ſelf, of little, or no force, 85 By „ 
It is high time therefore to take this Objection to task: and that t. 9 Fho 
fo much the rather, becauſe we find How ready Men are to infer, thar, * ITE 
So may thus recede from theſe threatnings, he certainly will do ſo. Let 
"- him.nar be ty d up from this, by his Veracity, Unchangeableneſs and Ju- 
"Wim: and they will e and hope, that his Mercy will 4 al, 
that it may do. 
Bat what a ſtrange and bnresſdnable way of arguiog 3s this, borh as to. 
the Premiſes and the Canelufiod ? It is far from veing plain that God has 
lest kimſelf at liberty, to recede from his threatnings, in t N caſe; ang 
much farther, that, if he 9270 hel think ir to uſe this Liberty >; in 
- of Sinners. | 
That God is not oblig's' to make aol an his Thieatnidgs, 1 = 2h 
"and; : becauſt the Seripture it ſelf aſſures us, that his Threatnings * RK 1 
temporal Judgments are very often conditional, and conſequetuly, if be | 
condition, upon which they are ſuſpended, jnrerve s, he ought not to 
5 proceed ta Execution. Nay 1 will for fay that in all other Caſes, except 4 1 
n N in which God himſelf has told us there is 2 condition ſu ppos'd, God 
| is oblig d rigorouſly to execute his Threatdinge, But then, 5 the other 
| hand, it is acknowledg'd by all, that ſome of God's Threatnings are ab. 
late and immutable. Such are all thoſe, which he has confirm'd by an 
Hein, vhich the Apoſtle to the Hebrews tells us, is an immutable. thing, 7 
in vhich it is impoſſible for God to lye. And accordingly Divines are ge- be. & 
8 agreed, that the wicked ſhall never enter into the Kingdom of 
97} aven, becauſe God has ſvern, that they ſhall'ngver enter his reſt ; not 
13 0 chat earthly reſt, which he had provided for his People i in the Land 
1 # of. Canaan, but into that heavenly reſt, which remaineth for the Peo- 'S 
File 3 God. of which the ral in the GY, genen vas bat a Type and 
Sha DW... 
The great thing 8 which we are to enquire iter is, of = 
- of theſe twq\{þris'the threatnings of Erernal-Tormeats are, Whither ab- 
: ſolute or conditional, And truly to me it ſcems very plain that God de- 
fſiga'd them to be abſolute. For, tho' it doth not appear that he has 20 
F | where confirm'd them by an Oath, yet it appears that he has done o 
| | \ -much for their Confirmation, as is at leaſt equal to an Oath, and there N 
e ought 1 in all reaſon, to be ſappos'd to ben them as immutable, .. 
an Oath it ſelf would kave done. He has ſent his only begotten Son into 
.* World, to be the revealer of this his Wrath, againſt all ungodlineſs and 
” uprighteouſneſs of Men. He made him the Preacher of a Fire for the 
Vicked, that never ſhall be quench d. He made him himſelf, whom ha 
bath appointed to be our Judge, to deſcribe the Day of judgment, and tao 
"give us an Aceount beforehqnd of tho very Sentence, which all they be, 
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3000 ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſlnhent. And ebuld the Oath of 
\ on” it ſelf have given a more ſolemn Confirmation to his Threarnings, 
115 7 than all this has done? Cad ve think that God ſent his Sen, ony to 
675 ſpeak big, but vain, Words ? That our Judge himſelf frighten d us with 
79 a Sentence, that ſhall never be Execured ? , Nay, and that be foretold+ _ 
Ike certain Execution of it, which yet, we our ſelves ſhall Hnd, \ſhalla&-+ _ 
Idee come to paſs? Certainly it was not in the Power of God himſelf to 
|" have given à more ſacred rarification to his threatuings, than he has this | 
R done. His Son him[4f has been the Mediator of the Covenant be- 
tween bim and Mankind, be has ſeal'd the truth of his threatninga, 1 
. well. as of his promiſes, with his Blood; and who then ſhall dare to ſay 9 
I they are not abſolute? Oh, how did thar Holy Father St. Chrſeſm. + oY 
I |. | break out into the utmoſt anger and- indignation, againſt thoſe of his tim, 
„ va queſtion'd the certain accompliſhment of theſe our Saviour 's threat- e 
„ nings f Ang are theſe then only words, faith he? Is not the; Rich Mao, % 
WM | «4 or deſpis d Lazarus really puniſh'd ? Are not the fooliſh. Virgins re- 
- |. *jeRted, by the Bridegrootn ? Do not they, 'who regarded not out 84- 
|. *viour, depart into the Fire prepar d for the Devil and his Angels 2 Shall 
e * nor he, that had not on a Wedding Garment, be bound hand and foot, 55 I 
Id caſt out into utter darkneſs ? ls not he, who demanded the hundred — 9 
PFence of his fellow Servant, dehver'd to che Tormentors? Is bot that | 
true, which was ſaid.concerving the Harlots, that their Worm ſhall not 
1 die, and their fire ſhall never be quench'd ? Are theſe only threatnings *. 
38s you ſay indeed; dut how dare youto ſay fo, in a matter of this vaſt 
8 Wt Fd erm wh How dare you, of) your own head, to determine theſc w— 4 
\ | - * thus? Since I my ſelf am able, as well from whac Chriſt faid, 28. har 
oof: + Lebe dd, to manifeſt the quite contrary, : © 1 
8 | Loet us not then deceive our ſelves any e with "I 8 ickes * al 
1 (rom threatningy, tha: theſe do not paſs over a right, like promiſes, and \ 
# ore may be receded from, For, how true ſoever this may be in the I 
ty ben it will do us no manner of Service, in this particular caſe before 
u. Here God and his Son have in ſo ſolemn a manner engag d themſelves, 
1% for the adual execution of their threatnings, that ſure, if ever any threat- 
nings vere abſolute, theſe muſt be ſo. *; However therefore God may de- 
4 1 3 * for the execution of temporal Evils, his Truth and Veracity is concern d 
1 *r6 inflicx eternal puniſhments, vpon impenitent Sinners. * 9 
\ JI -. Bar, ſuppoſing that there were a Conditiqn reſerv'd in theſe chreaculags, - 
= "yer what can this condition be, but ſuch an one, as Sinners ſhall never be 
wle perform? And conſequently this will be juſt the ſame, as if there 
0 , were no condition reſcry'd'ar all, I bave ſhew'dyou; in a former diſcourſe, 
cat ve cannot conceive any other conditions, upon which the damn'd.can_ 
dope ever ra get rid of the guilt of their Sins, and to be reconcil d to God, 
442 than ſatisfaction, or repentance, and char both theſe the damm d are un- 
yg + capable of, And what then neceſſarily follows, 8 Bp. Stillingfleet ex- 
1 „ it, but that, where the only conditions imply d in cheſothreatnings. | 
', CORY ON am. 4 the Track id God, Li 361 1. WE * 
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| |  merey, and releaſe from their Torments: Yer we are utrerly ar a loſs to 0 


_*  findour any ſuch conditions, 3s it could be ptoper for God thus t reſerve; 
which the damn'd ſhall ever be capable of performing. Nay, if God bos 
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Dey will torbear, we are to be jnſtant, in ſeaſon, and out of ſcaſon in 


in the Death of a Sinner; but this very ſaying is a proof, that there ß 


n vithout avy odndition, to recede, 4a ys an get: 
delt rhreataivgs, yet ill, there ig abnodanchyo s 
hat be will not in the leaſt recede, than that be will. 
is the hope of the wicked, in this ce? © 
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5 And thus have gone through rhis great and imports at fabled of Kl 
Torments'} And, 1 hope, have. ſaid enough upon it, if not to“ atis ,, 
Mens. curiofity'; yer, which is much better, to ſatisfy, their renn ane 
confirm tbeir belief, and excite their fears, and quicken their diligence im 
working out their, Salyation; which are the great ends, which we are tos 
vim at in all our Diſcourſes, upon this, and, ſuch like ſubjects. It is u- 
ked a very grievous coptiderarion „ to think how willing Men are to de- 
tive and impoſe upon themſelves, by ſuperficial, and falit teaſunibgü in 
1caſe of fuch jnfivire concernment, as this is, | But ler not them be more 
ready to deceive themſelyes, than we, whoſe duty it is ta watch over + 
them. for their good, ſhall be to undeceiye them, The Terrors of the 
Lord are "fo proper a Topick to perſyade Men, that we cannot inſiſt too 


. 


>ften, or too much upon them, And, whither Men will bear, or whither © 
yarnin "theta to conſider, at their utmoſt peril, what the end of thoſe © 


wen vill be, who obey nor the Goſpel of or Lord Jeſus Chris; when he > © | 
Lord "Fiſts elf be revea!'d From. Heaven with bir mighty Angels, an- © 


a 


 Yaming five, taking vengeance of them that know not God, and that obey * © 
wt the Goto our Lord Jafs ChriÞ; Ws ll he puniſhed with vere 
5 from the preſence af the Lord, and from. the gl, 
| lis power,” 1 Pet. 4.17. 2 Theſſ. 7. 8. 9. . „ „ 1 


. . 5 — 4 
than with a moſt pathes 
1 LM . . F pet 


I cannot ſhut up this important ſubjeR bettet, 
tical Exhoreation of that pious, Fächer, St. Chryſeſtem, in reldtion fu 
Hell Torments. Oh madneſs! Oh ſtupid and brutal folly, faith hen, 
* ta love pleaſure and fin ſo yell, as to be uneaſy under the, thoughts ttt 
* were we bur once reſoly d to become truly verruous, we ſhould ſaon;be- ©  * 
* lieve, withour the Jealt doubting, that there is ſuch a place'as Hell, * 
© Bur where, you, will ſay, is this Hell to be? Alas! What doe that 
concern thee? Our great bufineſf is to enquire, vhether it ſhall.ceglly. 
de or no, not Where will be the particular place of its fituation- Ltr 


* 


3 not therefore ſpend our time in enquiring ubere it is, belt rather un * 


enquiring how we may-avoid it. Nor let as dubelieve, futuro puniſhs! “ 
ments, becauſe God does not puniſh all Sinners in chis Life + For Go: + + - | 
is mercitul and long ſuffering, and therefqre threatens, but doth nom 


immediately exccute- his rhreathings. I have no pleaſure, ſaith Gd. 


| fuch a thing as the Dearb of a Singer; ocberviſe it would be ſuperfnous. 
© 1 know that nothing is more unpleafing to you, than ſuch diſcourks.:.. 
as theſe, but to me nothing is more pleaſant. And I heärtlly wiſh, wm” 1 


that at dinner, at ſupper, in all | places and converſations, we would, + | 
 iccuſtom our ſelyes, to diſcourſe concerning Hell 3; For then we ould-7- | 
nil, $1419 Ep, ad Ns den,, 
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under de 80 e i % pith% 
5 « deer this a5 vr 140 a by. 
Fog nei to the Torments of Hell? To: be rel 70 Ronin 1 * 7 
| i blind from our Youth, to be forctd'ro: beg our Bread. Phat is: All this > 
een not worth ſpeaking of, if Ompared/vith the miſpries of char plac.) 
Let us then be continvally diſcoorſing abopt cheſs things, and { 
92 keeping up the rememirance of eff ih dür Minds, will 1272 ouy, 
© falligg into ir. Bur, perhaps you'll fay; we . that there j$an HH 
# 105 5 Abu then ir is only für Unbelievers, But, pray, tell me, 57 90 
5 % becauſe believers hæye ow their Lord ? Bur what good will This 
do them ? For it they lead wicked Lives, they hall ſuffe teater Poniſh-,* 
. 5 ments, than Uabelievers. 'That Servant who kn knew 'hrs ord's will, but.” 
2 net, fall be bellen with many Aras EP... Why then dot thou eſt, | 
1 ſerious matters? Why doſt chou deceive. thy ſelf, and deſtroꝶ hy. 
Soul, by falſe reaſoninigs ? Why doſt thou oppoſe the goodneſs of, Ge * . 
ho has prepar' d and threarned Hell for this Fer) end, that we,, bein 
4 ; 5 made better by the fears of it it, may not fall i into it 1.2 he, there Ire, that. 
3 3 hiaders our diſcourſing about dite, doth, in effect, force and thruſt ud 1 
. into it. Do not therefore weakeli the hands of thoſe, that labour for... 
1 75 Vertue, nor ſooth the lazineſs öf thoſe, who: are, as it eng. flcep in 
5 15 © rheir Sins: For if Men are once perſwaded, that there is no (ueh _. * 
23 Hell, when will t ity ever. quit their Sins ? Let us then ore 1 1 8 
1 WW Ly this ridiculous 1 7 proceeding, and. ſtop the Mouths of 1 PEAS,” 
| peak againſt H. H: For” There will be a ſtrict 3 75 alt gur god 
and bad deeds, nay, eyen after the very ſmalleſt of chem, U N 8 
35 Looks, idle Words, fimple Reproaches, evil Defires, © Prunkenneſs . 
> muſt all be accobriret for, and puniſh'd, How then do dare” 10. 0 
5 5 ſay that God, who is (6 exat a Scarchet and Txyer of, gur Lites, * n 
5 e threat ned Hell, but that there is really no füch thing 3 Pe net, 5 
bbbeſeech you do not, deſtroy your ſſeſt, aud all that mall be perſwatied. 


wa 


. , 2 . 3 ; 2 = 
: - 2 _ 8 222 „ 
od , 8 E : Lo nn op HE at * M5 DEPT I > 2 
x 8 2 W TERS Res FIT ew nd 
2 CFC ©2245 F Wer * 5 pO ; j 
GC e Coo , Bets A LS IT ts BGA 1 b 


= 4 * N r 


nee vou, by ſucti-vain Hopes. 
e 


Hy you will ndt believe'us, a8 bs Jews, \ 


Greeks, all ſorts of Hereticks; and they will all, with 


e. mourh, *. 


"* make anſwer, that "there ſhall be 4 fucure Judgment, and ſigetz ot Re A. 
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